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SUPPLEMENT TO 
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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE 
OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT 50 

U, S. C., 31 AND 32. AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION 

OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PRO- 
HIBITED BY LAW. REPRODUCTION OF THIS FORM IS PROHIBITED. HOW- 

EVER. INFORMATION CONTAINED IN BODY OF THE FORM MAY BE UTILIZED 
AS deemed NECESSARY BY THE RECEIVING AGENCY. 

this IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION FOR THE RESEARCH 

USE OF TRAINED INTELLIGENCE ANALYSTS 
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3. 


There is reported to be such an acute shortage of crude iron and steel in the 
Soviet Zone of Germany that the collapse of the entire industry of central 
Germany appears imminent. In Thuringia, for Instance, 75 percent of all 
foundries have already stopped operations and the shutting down of the remaining 
plsuits is only a question of time. In addition to the shortage of foundry 
products, the iron and metal processing industry is faai^deed of medium-gauge 
sheet-iron, iriiich, in the past, had been supplied from western Germany. 

T^ situation will become even more serious after the closing of the Maximiliarw- 
imfttie in Unterwellenborn. Although these works have eno^h scrap iron on 
hand to continue operating, they will be forced to close down in the near future 
for lack of Ruhr coke, since coke from Upper Silesia is of inferior quality 
and cannot be us^d. as a substitute for the Ruhr product. 


Russian Zone foundries have also almost exhausted their stocks of coke,;Whichy 
up to now, had been supplied by the large gas works in Magdeburg. These works 
have been forced "to close dovm for lack of coal from the Ruhr, 
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